WHAT GOD REQUIRES OF US
WE MUST BE WILLING TO GROW UP:
“Lord God, give me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word, those who are weary.  Morning by morning, waken my ear to hear as those who are taught.”

While at first glance this growing up might seem to be a very obvious requirement it is, nevertheless, of very great importance.  It is the difference be​tween being 'child-like' and being 'childish'.  On reflection you will see there is a very great difference between those two attitudes, espec​ially in God's view, within his Word.

First, childlikeness is something special to God. (Matt 10:16 & 18:3) It speaks of total faith and trust. (Mk 10:13-16)  It speaks of humbleness. (Matt 18:4)  It speaks of innocence. (Matt 18:5-6)  Jesus used the term, 'little children', as one of affection when speak​ing to his close disciples, while they were still young in the faith and didn't have the Holy Spirit indwelling them. (Jh 13:33, 14:15-17) 

It is essential to realise here that childlikeness is an attitude of heart, much more than it is a mode of behaviour. And while it is true that this heart attitude will affect our behaviour and cause us, like little children, to completely trust God, and will generate within us a childlike confidence to go to our Father (Abba); yet, if it is allowed to degenerate into a childish attitude, and then allowed to continue, when we should be maturing, it becomes something which is not good. (1Cor.3:1-2)  Instead, in the spiritual, just as in the natural, we must grow up, mature and take on our responsibilities. (Heb.5:12-14)

In our first study in this series, we looked at how God confuses his Word for those who will not listen. (Is 28:13) Just a few verses earlier, in Is 28:9-10, he uses the exact same words to show that it is only to those who are weaned - who progress on from milk to solid food - that he will teach knowledge, and explain his message to, because that knowledge and message has to be built up bit by bit, line upon line, precept upon precept and has to be gathered - here a little there a little - like pieces of a jigsaw puzzle scattered throughout his Word.  And this can only be accomplished in the spiritually mature. (1Cor.1:18 – 2:16 especially 2:16)

In this area of growing up, as in every other area of our spiritual lives, we can learn so much from the natural.  One could be forgiven for thinking that God's real purpose in creating the natural order of things was to show the realities of spiritual truths.  Even a quick reading of the Gospels shows this clearly.  In the natural, there are those who don't want to grow up and take on responsibilities, but instead, they want to have a good time, and let someone else pay the bills, and clean up the mess.  So too in the spiritual, there are many who just want to take spiritual handouts, but who never seem to want to give.

But we are to be our brother's keeper - not just to look to our own interests.  (Phil.2:4, Rom.15:2, 1Cor.10:24, Rom.14:19)  We must en​courage others (Heb.10:24-25), not just expect to receive encourage​ment.  We must carry one another's burdens (Gal.6:2), not just expect others to help us.  We must learn to live by the simple rule "Do to others as you would have them do to you." (Matt.7:12, Luke.6:31)  And we must learn to serve God, by serving each other (Matt.25:40), especially those who cannot do much for us. (Luk.14:12-14)
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